
In September of 2022, our Vice President Eileen Bennett applied for a grant that is designed to help 
shelters increase the ability to financially assist their community with spay/neuter costs. We received 
notice in November 2022 that the California for All Animals grant proposal had been selected for 
funding and we were being awarded three years of funding, totaling $385,200! We are just beginning 
year three and are so very grateful to be able to continue saying “Yes, we can help!” So far, this grant 
has helped with 2,826 surgeries. That is 1,888 cats and 938 dogs that have been given the opportunity 
to live longer, healthier lives AND will no longer be contributing to the extreme overpopulation of pets 
in our county. This is great news for our community! Many thanks to Board President Danielle Larsen-
Wheeler for her dedication to getting the dogs and cats scheduled and to our amazing veterinarians 
for the work they do for us. Spay and neuter is absolutely necessary to save lives! Thanks to California 
for All Animals, an initiative powered by the UC Davis Koret Shelter Medicine Program, we will 
continue saving lives through spay and neuter in 2025. 

Del Norte County Animal Control would love for our community to know that because of the Humane 
Society of Del Norte and the help of the California for All Animals grant, we have had 282 dogs spayed 
or neutered (2023 & 2024) prior to adoption!  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Clinic Totals...Dogs and Cats Fixed	 	 	 	 Shelter 2024 

2015 = 706	 	 2020 = 1055	 	 	 	 	 	 Intake = 109 
2016 = 720	 	 2021 = 1124	 	 	 	 	 	 Adopted = 96 
2017 = 758	 	 2022 = 1156	 	 	 	 	 	 Euth/Died = 3 
2018 =  873	 	 2023 = 882 cats + 450 dogs = 1332	 	 Waiting for Adoption = 10 
2019 =  928	 	 2024 = 1001 cats + 606 dogs = 1607	 	  
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First off...apologies for there being no newsletter for a while. In the 
future, we'll work hard to get one out to you at least once a year. 

N

Grant Supports the HSDN Mission



Danielle Larsen-Wheeler (HSDN President) has wanted to bring a program pairing shelter dogs 
with incarcerated men to Pelican Bay State Prison since about 1996. The point was to connect 
dogs with incarcerated men who could help prepare the dogs to leave the Pound and be 
placed in homes. In 2017, work on the program began in earnest and the first round of four 
dogs entered the prison in November of 2021. 

In addition to helping dogs learn basic skills, social behavior and trust, the PPP is beneficial to 
the incarcerated handlers as well. They learn skills as the program brings a level of humanity 
that builds self-esteem and confidence, teaches responsibility, patience, and compassion. We 
are excited to see this program finally underway and the benefits are beyond what we 
expected! 

So far, 43 incarcerated men in the prison’s Facility D have taken part in the Prison Paws 
Partnership program, along with 61 dogs with another round of six to eight dogs expected to 
begin soon. The men who were interested in becoming dog handlers had to go through a 
multi-step application and interview process before being chosen to work with the dogs. Once 
chosen, the men are moved to the section of the prison that houses the dog program. The 
dogs are also carefully screened and matched to their handlers to make sure they all can live 
and work together for the 12 weeks of the program 

Dog trainer Eileen Bennett 
visits the prison twice 
weekly to teach the dog 
handlers what they'll need 
to know about training 
dogs. The dogs will certify 
in Basic Obedience and 
learn some Canine Good 
Citizen skills. 

Thanks so much to our 
 followers, supporters, 
sponsors, adopters,  
PBSP staff members, PBSP 
staff sponsor, volunteers 
 and dog handlers! 

Prison Paws Partnership Gives “Paws Up” to 61 Homeless Dogs



The "Kennel Project" was begun in 2021 as a collaboration between Danielle Larsen-Wheeler 
and Laureen Yamakido. The goal was to improve the conditions at Del Norte County's Animal 
Control Facility (The Pound). The outdoor kennels were a haphazard assortment, mostly 
constructed of chain link and prone to failure. The indoor kennels were also aging chain link 
and damaged by some of the dogs. Fortunately, a substantial donation bequeathed by Henry 
Turvo allowed the project to commence. 

Indoor improvements included replacing the chain link with panels of 
heavy, welded steel wire and replacing the plastic bed frames with 
sturdier aluminum. Additionally, the food storage area was cleaned up 
and new shelving installed to keep things organized. 

Outdoors, new kennels were purchased and installed. They are 10'x10' 
which provides space for a bed, a dog house and some room to move 
around. Donations paid for the original 21 kennels. Subsequently, 10 
"Rhino" kennels were added. These are sturdier and used to house more 
difficult dogs. They were paid for with $30K from the County and $8K 
from HSDN. 

Installation of the kennels required overcoming a number of challenges, 
not the least of which was a large foundation left from a  previously 
demolished building which was initially worked around, but later 
removed. Rory McDonald volunteered to help and joined the project in 
2023. He brought expertise in laying the pavers that served as floors and 
foundations for the kennels and spent many hours on getting them just 
right. 

The kennel project was officially completed in the Fall of 2024. We are 
incredibly grateful for all who donated time, labor and money the allow 
the completion of this much needed project.  

Kennel Project At the Pound Completed



BIG Thanks to: 
Four Paws Pet Hospital - Town & Country Animal Clinic  

S/nipped - Public Vet - Salem Friends of Felines 
Brookings Harbor Veterinary Hospital 

Volunteers: 
Dog Pound 

Jeanne Bishop, Martha Bialik, Donald & Doreen Bruce, 
Derek Burke, Amy Candrian, Liz Carver, Zachary Clemons, 
Dusty Corpstein, Angelina Davis, Lucie Dunn, Lacy Gaddis, 
Rose Garcia, Pete Gerth, Jacob Glenn, Sun Kim, Lisa Miller, 
Rory McDonald, Scott Miller, Shelly Pena, James Raulston, 
Kathy Reed, Susan Roberts, A'Lissa Scott, Debbie Shamblin, 

Linda Sinclair, Rose Tatman, Robert Weir, James Worley, 
Erika Walker/Tedsen, Laureen Yamakido 

Cat Shelter 
Bethany Robinson, Kathleen McFarland, Jane Clegg-Dadulak, 
Jean Bruhy, Alyssa Robinson, Judy Newman, Sophia Hooper, 
Cheryl Wilson, Richard Boyce, Eileen Bennett, Patty Murray, 

Marianne Beyerle. Katy Cunningham, Daryl Prumatico, 
Diana Zellmer, Sofia & Lisa, Sue Johnson, Natilyn Boles, 

Kellie Castellaw, Shannon Reeves, Danielle Larsen-Wheeler, 
Buck Marshall, Diane Weir, Rhylin, Corbin & Jennifer Taylor 

###################### 
Cats Rescued From Bad Situation 

A call to spay/neuter 15 cats led to the discovery of an 84-
year-old woman living in her van. Her yard and trailer 
condit ions were alarming. Despite the challenging 
environment, the cats, some in carriers within the van, 
appeared relatively healthy. She was off ered assistance with 
cleaning the yard and van, but declined. The HSDN was 
ultimately able to remove all the cats. 19 cats were rescued 
with only one still waiting to be adopted."

Update: The woman has since moved in with a friend until 
senior housing becomes available. Happy ending for all. #



Gifts and Memorials 
  From	 	 	 	 	   In Memory Of	 	 	 	 	   Gift 
Mary Thiessen	 	 	 	 Tasha Thiessen	 	 	 	 	 $  100 
Anderson Family		 	 	 Marilyn McLaughlin	 	 	 	 $  100 
Kristin Pritco	 	 	 	 Jerry and Bobbi Harwood	 	 	 $1000 
Ron & Tamra Kunstal	 	 	 Mike Muldoon	 	 	 	 	 $     20 
Ginty Sargent	 	 	 	 Michael Muldoon		 	 	 	 $     50 
Cathy & Becky Maris	 	 	 Linda Franusich	 	 	 	 	 $  100 
Randy & Laura Pincombe	 	 Henry Turvo	 	 	 	 	 $  30K 
Martha Tanner	 	 	 	 Dr John R McMurry, DVM 
Ron & Tamra Kunstal	 	 	 Rafa & Mila		 	 	 	 	 $  150 
Janice Lee	 	 	 	 	 Lynn Parker 
	 	 	   From	 	 	 	 	 	   Gift 
	 	 	 Shannon Gibson	 	 	 	 	 $   150 
	 	 	 Christie Lynn Rust	 	 	 	 $   500 
	 	 	 Karen Guerry	 	 	 	 	 $      25 
	 	 	 Patty Brunsing	 	 	 	 	 $5000 
	 	 	 Jan Harwood	 	 	 	 	 $   500  
	 	 	 Bob & Diane Weir	 	 	 	 $   500 

Monthly Donors:	 	 Gerald Cochran	 	 	 Joel & Shelly Pena 

	 	 	 	 	 Deborah Marsh	 	 	 Carla Brancato 
	 	 	 	 	 Deborah Cravitz	 	 	 Beverly Gozzarino 
	 	 	 	 	 Kay Vail	 	 	 	 Vicki Frazier 
	 	 	 	 	 Tonya Holden	 	 	 Dick Rampel 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Donation 
I would like to donate to help the shelter animals 

Donor: _________________________________   Amount: $________ 

In Memory of: ____________________________ 

In Honor of: ______________________________ 

    Send a notice of my donation to: __________________________ 

    Address: _____________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______



Humane Society 
of Del Norte 

Membership Form
**37  Years** 

Tax ID# 68-0038293

Board  of  Directors 
President: Danielle  Larsen-Wheeler      Vice President: Eileen  Bennett 
Treasurer: Diana  Zellmer                         Secretary: Barbara  Lopez 
Director: Marianne  Beyerle                     Director: Rhonda  Berry 
Director: Laureen  Yamakido

Becoming  a member  makes  you a part  of  the  e! ort  to  help  local  animals 
Get the  sheltered  Vet care  they  need  while  we search  for  their  new  homes. 

Membership  gives  you a voice  in our  operations  and allows  you to  run 
for  a seat  on our  Board  of  Directors. 

    Date:  ____ / ____ / _________ 

    Name:  _____________________________________              Check#:  ____________ 

    Address:  ___________________________________              Amount:  ____________ 

                    ___________________________________ 

    Phone:  ________________________        Email:  ______________________________ 

Membership  Level  (one year) 

Check  one:  
      

O  $25 - Senior O   $30 - Individual 

O  $50 - Family O   $100 - Supporting   

O  $500 - Supporting O   Other  Amount   $___________ 

      We also  need  volunteers  - Can you help? 

         O  Volunteer  at the  Cat  Shelter 

         O  Walk  dogs  at the  Pound 

>>>   Thank Y! !   <<<

    Contact  Info: 

   Mailing Address!
 PO Box  1526!
 Crescent  City,  CA  95531!

   Physical Address!
 125 New Hope  Lane 
 Crescent  City,  CA  95531 

   Phone!
 707 464-1686 

   Email!
 hsdnanimals@yahoo.com 

   Website!
 www.humanesocietyofdelnorte.org  

   Facebook!
 Humane  Society  of  Del Norte 

   Meetings!
Second  Tuesday  of  Each    
Month  "  5:30 PM at Toreros 


